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V A Proclamation for reforming the abuſes in 
making of Gold and Siluer Threed within this Realme, 


and for the inhibiting the Importation thereof, from the parts 
beyond the Seas. 


«© DD #3 AMES by thegrace of God, King of England, Scotland, France, 


War [I and Ireland, defender ok the faith, et. Toallto whomtheſe preſents ſhall 
- Wa N come, Greeting where wee haue alwayes helde it one of the moſt netel 

c larycaresandconſiderations,incident to the State and olkite ol Kings and 

5 2 Soueraigne Pzinces, ſo to diſpoſe of their people and gonernement, as the 

E uno wiedge and vle of good and pꝛolitable Arts and Inuentions, may be- 
dome common and krequent among their people, the ſame being one ol the 

greateſt meanes to increaſe and pꝛelerue the wealth and ſtrength of State and people ; conſider- 
ing that labour and induſtry well imploped, maketh kingdomes great and flouriſhing, And foz⸗ 
almuch as ſome of Our good and louing Subiects of Our Realmeof England haue oflate , to 
their great charge, bꝛought into this Pur Kingadome, and haue herein by their great induſtrpe⸗ 
rected and perfectly eſtabliſhed the Arte and Myſterie of making Gold and Siluer thꝛeed, a 
Feate oꝛ Manifacture, fozmerly vſed oꝛ made in foꝛraine parts beyond the Seas, and by Stran- 
gers and others from thence tranſpoꝛted and bꝛought, as a tommoditie of great vſe, into this Our 
Kingdome of England, wherein they haue ſo well and commendably pꝛoteeded, as that they are 
now able to make ſufficient ſtoꝛe of Gold and Siluer thꝛeed, to ſerue foꝛ the vſe and expente of Our 
whole Kingdome. And whereas, a matter of ſo great tonſequente and wherein ſo many of Dur 
people ſhould be intereſſed, both in the making and vle therof,may well be indged moꝛe fit foz Us 
to take into Our hands, then to leaue the ſame to the power and diſpoſe of pꝛiuate men and aſwell 
to pꝛeuent the abuſes which may bee offered to Us and Our Subiects, by thecounterfeiting of 
the ſaid Gold and Siluer thꝛeed, as like wiſe foz the pꝛeleruation of Bullion within this Our 


Kingdome, wee haue tauled this Pur whole woe to be taken into Our polleſſion, foz the ge- 
nerall good and benefit of Our people andloning Sublects, and haue alſo pꝛouided and taken 
ſufficient oꝛder that Our louing Sublects in all parts, ſhall not at any time want tonuentent 
quantitie of the ſaid Gold and Sfluer thzeed foz their vie, but hal alſo de ſerued of it at reaſonable 
pꝛiles: And that ſuch as are ſailfull in the woꝛking and ſpinning thereof, ſhall be imployed there⸗ 
in, if they faithfully and honeſtly perfoꝛme the ſame, and at ſuch rates and wages, as they whom 
Wee ſpetially ſhalllicence thereunto ſhall thinke meete and connenient : which care and good in⸗ 
tention ot Us, hath ok late beene greatly interrupted and oppoſed, notonely by the bꝛinging into 
Our ſaid Kingdomes and Domintous great quantities of Gold and Siluer thzeed, from diners 
parts beyond the Seas, but alſo by the pꝛiuate wozking and making thereofin Cozners,by diners 
ſtrangers and others, contrary to Our Patent of pꝛiuiledge heretofoze granted; the ſame being 
noknowne noꝛ continued trade within theſe our Realmes ; howſoeuer diuers oof the Goldſmiths 
of London haue lately pzeſumed and attempted to make the ſameparcell oftheir Trade, by rea- 
ſon onely of ſome few experiments heretofoꝛe by them and others made, and by fittes onely and 
foꝛ very (mall quantities of Gold and Siluer thꝛeed, whereby thts ſo excellent an Inuention 
thus bꝛought into this Dur Kingdome, is likely to be vtterly ouerthꝛowen and Our Subiects 
much w2onged by counterfeit and baſe Gold and Siluer thꝛeed, made and lold by the bnderhand 
Wozkers , iftheſame by Our care ſhould not be pꝛouided foꝛ, and ſpeedily pꝛeuented: And albeit 
that by meanes ofthe Gold and Suuer thꝛeed, made and to be made within Our ſaid Realmes, 
Wee ſhould receine great hinderance in Qur Cuſtomesand other ducties,fozmerly paide vnto Us 
and Our pꝛedeteſſoꝛs, Kings and Queenes ofthis Realme of England, fozand vpon that com- 
modity impoꝛted, fo2 Which neuertheleſſe Wee haue taken oꝛder as farre as is conuentent : Bet 
Wee that in all Our Actions and pzoceedings haue Our eyeof grace rather vpon the flouriſhing 
eſtate of Mur Kingdomes, and the comfozt of Our people, then vpon Our pzofit, haue reſolued to 
pꝛefer the eſtate good of Our Kingdom, befoꝛe the pꝛetiſe tõlideration of Our own benelit, rather 
then to interrupt oꝛ ouerthzow ſo extellent a wozke, and effect ol our care and pꝛintely pollicie foz 
the welface of Our ſubiects. Theſe arecherefozeto require and command all and ſingular per⸗ 
ſonand perſons whatſocuer, as well Our naturall bozne ſubietts as Dentzens, oꝛ ſtrangers, that 
noneofthem, noz any other perſon oz perſons whatſoener,(other then ſuchas wee ſhall gtue ſpe- 
tiall licence thereunto ; and luch as they ſhallſeton woꝛke) doe at any time oz times hereafter at- 
tempt oꝛ pꝛeſume to make any Gold oz Siluer thꝛeed, oz Copper Gold and Siluer thꝛeed within 
Our ſaid Realmes and Dominions, vpon paine ot fozfeiture of all and euery quantitie and quan⸗ 
tities partell oz parcels offuch Gold and Siluer thzeed , and Copper Gold and Siluer thzeed, ſo 
made in Our ſaid Realmes and Dominions contrary to this Our pꝛeſent tommandement, and 
alſo vpon paine of our high indignation and diſpleaſure, and ſach further paines, penalties, and 
puniſhments, as foꝛ the contempt of Hur commandement Royall in this behalte, may any way 
bee inflicted vpon them oz any ol them ſo offending, contrary to the true intent and meaninghere- 
in lignified. EEE 

And whereasbya Statute made in the fourth yeere of the late King cory theſenenth,it was 
oꝛdained and enacted , thatno Finer ol Gold and luer, nozparter of the ſameby fire 0z water, 
from theucefozth ſhonld alay no fine Siluer no; Gold, noꝛ nont ſell in any other wile, noꝛ to any 
perſon oz perſons, but only to officers ot Mints, changes, Goldlmithes within this Realme,foz 
theangmentation and amendment of Coine and Plate;nozſellto uoperſonany maner ofSfluer, 
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molten and alaied vpon pain of fozfeiture ofthe ſame , oꝛ the value of the Goldoz Siluer ſoalayed 
o2fould. And that no Goldſmith within this Realme ſhould melt oꝛ alay any fine Siluer, to, oꝛ 
foꝛ any wozkes of other intent, but onely foꝛ making of amels, oꝛ foz amendingofPlate, noꝛ that 
they ſhould ſell no fine Siluer, noꝛ other Siluer alayed, molten into maſſe to any perſon o2per- 
ſons whatloeuer they bee, noꝛ one Goldſmith to another, vpon paine of fozfeiture of the lame 
Diluer , oꝛ value thereof. wee therefoꝛe foꝛthe better execution of Our ſaid will andpleaſure, and 
pꝛeſeruation of Pur Bullion within this Our Kingdome, do further ſtraitlycharge#command, 

that no Goldſmith oz Goldſmithes , Finer oz Finers, Parter oz Parters of Gold and Siluer 

within Our ſaid Dominions, ſhall foz their vſe oꝛ benefit , vſes oꝛ benefittes, fine, part, oz cauſe to 

bee fined oꝛ parted any Gold oꝛ Siluer, 02 pꝛouide oꝛ cauſe to bee pꝛouided any Gold oz Siluer, 

and the lame vtter and ſell oz otherwile diſpoſe to any perſon oz perſons whatſoener, whereby to 

make oz cauſe to be made the ſaidGoldand Stluer thꝛeed, extept to ſuch perlon and perſons, as 

We ſhall licenſe to make the lame to Our vie ; Andthat the ſaid Goldſmith oz Golvſmithes,Finer 

oꝛ Finers, Parter oꝛ Parters oꝛ any ofthem, oz any foꝛ them oz to their vſe oꝛ vſes, ſhall not pꝛo⸗ 

nide, vtter, ſell, oz deliner any Gold oꝛ Siluer at all to any perſon oꝛ perſons whatloeuer, without 

taking ſpetiall notite of the names and habitations of ſuch perlon and perlons, as ſhall buy, re- 

ceaue, oꝛ haue any ſuch Gold oꝛ Siluer ot them, to the end it may appeare to Us, to what vſe and 

vles the lame Gold and Siluer ſhall bee imploped, vpon paine ok fozfeiture of all ſuch Gold and 

Diluer, and of vndergoing Our high indignation and diſpleaſure, with ſuch further paines and 

punichments as foꝛ the lame their defaults, map any wayes bee inflicted vpon them and euery of 
them, in this behalfe offending. 

And de doe further ſtraitly charge and Command all andſinguler perſon and perſons whatſo- 
euer, within Our ſaidRealmes and Dominions, that they noꝛ any of them do, oꝛ ſhal at any time 
oꝛ times hereafter make, erect, ſet vp, mend, oꝛ vſe any Frame, Engine, Inſtrument, Mill o: 
Toolewhatſoeuer , foꝛ the Dꝛawing, flatting, milling and ſpinning of Gold and Siluer thzeed, 
oꝛ of Copper Gold and Siluer thꝛeed, oꝛ foz the Dꝛawing oꝛ Flatting , of wyer to the ende to 
make theſame, without the lytente of Us, oꝛ ſuch as we in that behalfe ſhal ſpetially appoint, vp⸗ 
on the paines e penalties befoze expꝛeſſed:noꝛ that any perſon oꝛ perſons whatloeuer ſhall pꝛouid 
oꝛ ſell, oꝛ cauſe to bee pꝛouided, oꝛ ſould any Silke to be thꝛowen oꝛ made fitting foꝛ the making 
oꝛ ſpinning of Gold oꝛ Siluer Thꝛeed, oꝛ of Copper Gold and Siluer Thꝛeed, extept to ſuch per⸗ 
ſon and perſons as we ſhal litenſe to make the lame to Our vle, vpon the like pains and penalties 
befoꝛe mentioned. And that no perſon oz perſons whatſoeuer after the twentieth day of Apꝛil next 
comming, ſhall attempt oꝛ pꝛeſume to bzing in, oz cauſe to be bꝛought into Our laid Realmes, 
and Dominions thereof, oz to any ofthePozts, Hauens, Creeks, oꝛ plates of any of them, any 
Gold oꝛ Siluer Thꝛeed, oꝛ any Copper Goldand Suuer Thꝛeed, made oz to be made in any Foz- 
reine plate oꝛ places whatſoeuer, vpon paine of Foꝛteiture of all ſuch Gold and Siluer Thzeed, 
and of all ſuch Copper Gold and Siluer Thꝛeed, ſo bꝛought in, oꝛ tauled to bee bꝛought into 
any ot our ſayd Dominions , contrary to Our ſaid commandement. All which ſald Gold and 
Siluer Thꝛeed, and Copper Gold and Silner Thzeed, bꝛought in and fozfeited as atfozeſayd, 
Our will and pleaſure is that ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons as ſhall make ſeizure ofthe ſame, ſhall fozth- 
with bzing and conney the ſame to the Stoꝛehouſe, within Our Cuſtome-houle, in Our City 
of London. And after ſuch perſon and perſons ſhall haue made ſuch Setzure, of ſuch fozfeited 
Gold and Siluer Thzeed, and Copper Gold and Siluer Thꝛeed, and bzought the ſame to 
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dur Cnſtome-Houſe as afozeſaid, then Hur will and pleaſurets that hee oz they after due appzaiſe- 
mentthereof, by theſwozne pꝛaiſers koꝛ ſuch purpoles, ſhall receine the moitie of the value of 
ſuch Gold and Siluer Thzeed, and Copper Gold and Siluer Thzeed, ſo ſetzed and bzought in, as 
afoꝛelapd, vponpaine ofimpziſonment, andſuch other puniſhment as ſhall be fitt tobe inflicted 
fo2 the bꝛeach ofthis Pur Royall Commandemen*t.AndQurfarther wil and pleaſure is that no 
perſon o2 perſons whatloener, after thetwentieth day of Apꝛill next comming, ſhall buy, receiue, 
vtter 02 ſell anyGoldoz Siluer Theeed, oꝛ Copper Gold oꝛ Siluer Thꝛeed, made in the parts be · 
vond the Seas, oꝛ made oꝛ to be made within any of Our ſayd Domintons, but onely ſuch Gold 
and Siluer Thꝛeed, and Copper Gold and Siluer Thꝛeed, as ſhalbe firſt Sealed with Our 
Seale, already appointed foꝛ that vſe , by ſuch perſon oz perſons as ſhalbe by Us in that behalfe, 
eſpectally nominated oꝛ appointed. And Wee doe hereby further charge and command all Cu- 
ſtomers and Collectoꝛs of Our Cuſtomes, Comptrolers, Farmers and their Deputies, that af- 
ter the twenticth day of Apꝛill next, they take no entrie , noꝛ reteiue any Cuſtome oꝛ Subſidy of 
any Gold and Siluer Thꝛeed, oꝛ foꝛ Copper Gold oz Siluer Thꝛeed, to bee impoꝛted from the 
parts beyond the Seas into this Our Realme ok England, oꝛ the Dominions thereof: And foz 
the better Exetution of this Our pꝛeſlent Wul and Commandement wee doe ſtraitip charge 
and tommand all Juſtices ofpeace , Maioꝛs, Bayliffes, Sheriffes, Conſtables, Headbozowes, 
Tithingmen, and all other Our Officers , Miniſters and loutng Subiects, to whom it ſhall oz 
may appertaine,from time to time, to bee aiding and aſſiſting to all ſuch perſon and perſons as 
Wee ſhall lawfully, from time to time authoꝛize, foꝛ theſearching, ſeazing, taking, oz carrying 
away of all ſuch Gold oz Siluer Thꝛeed, and Copper Gold and Stluer Thzeed, (mpozted, 
wzought, oz made, within this Our Realme and Dominions, contrary to Our pleaſure herein 


expzeſſed. | 
Giuen at VV hite-hall the two and twentieth day of March, in the fifteenth yeere of 


Our Reigne of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the one and 
fiſtieth. 


God ſaue the King. 


« [mprinted at London by Bonham Norton 
and Iohn Bill, Deputies and Aſſignes of Robert 


Barker, Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
AN NO M. DC. XVII. 


